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Finnish Travel Destination of the Year 2010

Volcano Centre, Alajärvi     

Risto and Anna-Liisa Saarela’s Volcano Centre, established in a stone mill in 1998, introduces tourists and school groups to the world of fossils and meteorites, enabling them to experience the power of an earthquake and to watch a gushing geyser. Created using Risto’s expert knowledge, the centre is an educational and absorbing journey through geology, the origins of different rocks and the might of natural forces.

The Volcano Centre complements the varied cultural offering in the Alajärvi community in South Ostrobothnia, which also includes Alvar Aalto’s Villa Flora, the Nelimarkka museum and the Punainen Tupa vineyard.

The Guild supports creative and enthusiastic initiatives and is delighted to present the 2010 Finnish Travel Destination award to the Volcano Centre.

www.tulivuorikeskus.fi
www.epmatkailu.fi
More information:  

Risto Saarela, Tulivuorikeskus, tel. 050 342 1499, gemsaa@japo.fi
Etelä-Pohjanmaan Matkailu Oy, tel. matkailu@epmatkailu.fi 

Arja Aho, Matkailutoimittajien Kilta, tel. 050 376 6143, arja.aho@kolumbus.fi

International Travel Destination of the Year 2010

Berlin has managed to preserve its own authentic character over the years, remaining a big city made up of small, almost independent villages. It overflows with culture, high quality art and architecture, as well as many subcultures, experiences and ethnic rhythms. The city is as welcoming to backpackers as it is to business travellers. Its streets can be explored using a safe and cheap public transport system – unbelievably cheap compared with other European capitals.

Berliners are friendly, helpful and polite. The city is a fabulous travel destination that is just a two hour flight away from Helsinki using any one of three airlines competing with special fares and packages.

The Guild is proud to present the International Travel Destination of the Year 2010 award to Berlin.   

More information: 

Eero Nokela, Matkailutoimittajien Kilta, chairman, tel. 050 553 5681, eero.nokela@otavamedia.fi

Travel Personality of the Year 2010
Anne-Marget Niemi

Successful tourism management is a skill that demands inspiration, the ability to cooperate, endless imagination, positive energy and nerves of steel. All these properties are demonstrated by Anne-Marget Niemi the managing director of  Turku Touring, the Southwest Finland Tourist & Convention Bureau. 

She has achieved the seemingly impossible, uniting the public and private sectors, companies, politicians and officials, creating a functioning and energetic entity. Over the last ten years, Turku Touring’s operating model has spread to other parts of Finland.  


Anne-Marget Niemi’s enthusiastic, innovative and professional work in raising the profile of the Turku area has brought international recognition. For example, American media chose Turku as one of the world’s best travel destinations along with the likes of Curacao, Iceland and New York. Her warm, creative and illuminating personality is also much appreciated.

As Turku embarks on its year as European Capital of Culture, the Guild has great pleasure in presenting the Travel Personality of the Year 2010 award to Anne-Marget Niemi. 


More details:  

Juha Roiha, Yle, tel. 040 830 7186, juha.roiha@yle.fi

Best Website

www.luontoon.fi
The ’Everyman’s Right’, whereby everyone can enjoy the pleasures of Finnish nature, can now be experienced on the Internet. The luontoon.fi web site provides an important nationwide link to Finland’s trekking areas and national parks. The site is administered by Metsähallitus, a state enterprise that administers more than 12 million hectares of state-owned land and water areas.
The site is clear, varied, surprising, informative and – best of all – accessible to everyone. Nobody needs to register or possess any special technical skills to plan a suitable trekking route, for instance. The site is in Finnish, English, Swedish and Sami versions and can be used by children’s groups as easily as serious sportsmen.

The site, fulfilling its function in an exemplary way, takes into account the diverse natural environment  of our country, offering advice as to how to enjoy it at different times of the year with activities as varied as stargazing, sledging and canoeing. There are tips about trekking supplies, bookings, wilderness shelter overnights and even hiking with dogs.  

The site attracts more than two million visitors annually.

The Guild is pleased to present its award for Best Website 2010 to luontoon.fi 

More information: 

Päivi Rosqvist, Metsähallitus, tel. 0400 425 666, paivi.rosqvist@metsa.fi

Arja Aho, Matkailutoimittajien Kilta, tel. 050 376 6143, arja.aho@kolumbus.fi

Happening of the Year

Tuska heavy metal music festival


Finland is top country for happenings and festivals of every kind. Although almost every country village has its own events, it’s rare for a festival to rise to national and international status in the manner of the Tuska Open Air Metal Festival. Tuska means ”pain” or ”anguish” in Finnish. 


Founded in 1998, the summer-weekend festival now attracts 33,000 black-clad metal freaks to Helsinki’s Kaisaniemi park, as well as to the city’s hotels, restaurants and bars. 

The festival has always had an international slant, attracting visitors to Finland who would never otherwise have the chance to discover us. Its good spirit has also been gratefully noted by city officials.

It is with great pleasure that the Guild presents its first ever Happening of the Year award in 2010 to the Tuska festival. 

Information:

Juha Roiha, Yle, tel. 040 830 7186, juha.roiha@yle.fi

Seitikki ”Booby Prize” 2010

Ministry of Education and Culture

Minister of Culture and Sport, Stefan Wallin

The Museum of Cultures in Helsinki’s Tennis Palace will shut its doors and in 2013 move to space in the National Museum. The State’s budget plans will affect the operations of many other museums over the next two years. There will be job cuts and other detrimental effects as the National Board of Antiquities is forced to tighten its belt.

However, one of the clearly stated aims of the Ministry of Education and Culture remains to support the citizens’ development in education and culture. The issue is not just a question of funding but of the State’s approach to multifaceted culture. The preservation of varied cultural services is a question of values and basic respect as well as the structure of Finland’s image in the world. We should be supporting and encouraging small museums, not closing or hiding them. They support and diversify the recognition and understanding of different cultures, as well as giving valuable expression to Finnish culture and history.  

A varied cultural offering is also a strong aspect of a country’s attractiveness from a tourism point of view. Finland needs more than just a handful of monumental cultural venues.  

The Guild has therefore chosen the Ministry of Education and Culture, under Minister Stefan Wallin, as the recipient of its annual Booby Prize for the damage that will be done to Finnish museum operations in meeting its targets. 

More information:  

Finnish Guild of Travel Journalists, tel. 050 403 9923, sihteeri@matkailutoimittajienkilta.fi

The Guild is 42 years old in 2011.

Its membership consists of 109 print and web media journalists, photographers and radio journalists. The Guild has presented its annual travel awards since 1972. 

The current chairman of the Guild is Eero Nokela, managing editor of Seura magazine. Tel. 050 553 5681 eero.nokela@otavamedia.fi
